Sixth Sunday of Easter
Communion Sunday
May 6, 2018 10:30 a.m.
Epworth United Methodist Church
3207 37th Avenue S., Minneapolis, MN 55406
612-722-0232
epworthmpls.org
epworthumcmplsmn@gmail.com

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
WELCOME
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT AND LIFE
(Please use this time for preparing your mind, body and soul for worship)
CALL TO WORSHIP
~MinistryMatters
What mysteries there are in God’s world!
We, so sophisticated, stand in awe at the wonders of the natural world.
We look at the tiniest of seeds and wonder what will happen
From that small seed will grow a large shrub.
Although we consider our gifts to be small and insignificant,
God will use our gifts in miraculous ways.
Praise the God of small seeds and mighty power. AMEN.
*OPENING HYMNS

"My Life Flows On”

#2212 FWS

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
~UWorshipResource
Gracious God, we long to experience the world as you created it to be. in
our world, in the places where we live and work – we see your reign
having already begun but not yet fully realized. By the power of your Holy
Spirit, open your Word to us so we can experience a new world of
possibility opened before us. AMEN.

Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15

RESPONSIVE READING
SCRIPTURE
CHILDREN’S HYMN
CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
TIME OF REFLECTION

Genesis 2:4b-9, Mark 4:10-12, 26-29, 33-34

“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” (vs 1)

#277 UMH

Planting a Surprise
BAM! Again!

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
*HYMN OF RESPONSE

"Sois La Semilla (You are the Seed)"

#583 UMH

INVITATION
~www.thesimplepastor.co.uk
We are invited to come together around this table as those who belong to the
household of Christ, brothers and sisters who in our baptized lives live out the
death and resurrection of Jesus; the family of the reborn and the reconciled, who
inhabit a universe of grace.
CONFESSION
~Moira Laidlaw (edited)
Jesus,
we remember with gratitude those people
who generously sowed the seeds of faith in our lives.
We confess the times we fail to involve ourselves
in planting any seed of faith in the lives of others;
when our personal agendas become more important than yours;
when we have denied others the opportunity to expand their faith
through our lack of interest or involvement;
when our lives become so entangled with the values of the world
that we forget what you have said and done and promised. AMEN.
ASSURANCE
~Moira Laidlaw (edited)
We recognize how you have blessed our lives with the gift of the Holy Spirit
so that our faith has miraculously and mysteriously grown.
You bless and renew our lives, vigorously growing our faith
so that we might bear the fruit of your mercy, your love, and your undying life.
Let us share the peace of Christ.
PASSING THE PEACE
JOYS AND CONCERNS
THE LORD’S PRAYER (◊ please see below)
Our God who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING

Worship Wall

THE GIVING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
Everyone is welcome at the communion table in the United Methodist Church, whether
you are a member of this church or any church. Juice is used in the cup.

WE TAKE GOD’S WORD WITH US INTO THE WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN

"All Things Bright and Beautiful”

#147 UMH

*BENEDICTION
~MinistryMatters (edited)
May God’s creative Spirit be with us in our hearts
and minds as we leave this place.
May God’s creative Spirit help us to see with new wonder
the splendor of Creation all around us
and inspire us to preserve and protect it. AMEN.
*POSTLUDE
http://plantsinmotion.bio.indiana.edu/plantmotion/earlygrowth/germination/germ.html

